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Writer Panna Naik presenting some of her poetry at the international
house.

A cultural design using sand and flowers made by students in the
Hindi/Urdu class

Students in the arabic class playing a board game to facilitate their learning



             Professor Wendy DeSouza recently published, Unveiling Men Modern
Masculinities in Twentieth-Century Iran. DeSouza’s book unravel and

challenges the social construction of the appearance of sexuality in Iran.
Professor DeSouza tells us that the motivation for writing this book was to

create a wreckoning of the reader’s view of men in Iran. 
               She stated, “We know women are oppressed. Usually we tend to look

at the oppressed rather than the oppressor. To understand oppression
inflicted on others, we must closely study the oppressor.” Her book shows that
men in Iran are pressured into the social construction of masculinity and abide

according to what colonial british standards were of society. 
               The book reckons with western ideas of the Middle East. It debunks
gender dynamic in the in the Middle East. Unveiling men reexamines Iranian

men in a different light outside of the emulation of European Norms.

Originating in the Himalayas and flowing into the Bay of Bengal, the Ganges is
India’s most important and sacred river. In this unprecedented work, historian

Sudipta Sen tells the story of the Ganges, from the communities that arose on its
banks to the merchants that navigated its waters, and the way it came to occupy

center stage in the history and culture of the subcontinent. 
The chronicle begins in prehistoric India, tracing the river’s first settlers.

Weaving together geography, environmental politics, and religious history, Sen
offers in this lavishly illustrated volume a remarkable portrait of one of the

world’s largest and most densely populated river basins.
(Taken from Yale University Press, 2019)

 

 

New Books by the Faculty
Wendy Dsouza's Book

Sudipta Sen's Book

Stacy D Fahrenthold's Book
Since 2011 over 5.6 million Syrians have fled to Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, and beyond,

and another 6.6 million are internally displaced. The contemporary flight of Syrian
refugees comes one century after the region's formative experience with massive

upheaval, displacement, and geopolitical intervention: the First World War.
In this book, Stacy Fahrenthold examines the politics of Syrian and Lebanese migration

around the period of the First World War.
Drawing on transnational sources from migrant activists, this wide-ranging work reveals
the degree to which Ottoman migrants "became Syrians" while abroad and brought their

politics home to the post-Ottoman Middle East.
 

 
(Taken from Amazon)

 

 



    Dean Kelman is the Associate Dean of
Undergraduate Program and Planning in the College of
Letters and Sciences, and has been in this role for
almost two years. At the time of his appointment as the
administrator, aware of the students and faculty in the
ME/SA Program working towards introducing the
Punjabi Language as part of their curriculum.
     He also intended to appoint a language consultant
committee with the goal of evaluating the situation on
the basis of “shared governance” between the faculty
and the university administration. With the role to
research the costs and benefits and articulating  an
overall vision for the implementation of new languages
in the university curriculum.
     Dean Kelman believes that shared governance can
work and he has been looking for staff and faculty to
work together in the spirit of shared responsibility. The
committee was asked to consult the report of the
Language Task Force of 2007 as their guideline for
implementing new languages in the curriculum. Dean
Kelman also talked to various committees such as the
Senate Language Committee. His goal was to put in
place procedures that would guide present and future
decisions.
     The committee was asked to consult the report of
the Language Task Force of 2007 as their guideline for
implementing new languages in the curriculum. Dean
Kelman also talked to various committees such as the
Senate Language Committee. His goal was to put in
place procedures that would guide present and future
decisions.                    

 Punjabi Initiative

   

         Ms. Subreen Sandhu, Political Science and
History Major, and ME/SA Minor, has been involved
with the Punjabi Initiative for almost a year. She
became involved through word-of-mouth, talking
to students and professors wanting the
introduction of Punjabi in the MESA Curriculum.
She described that in her freshman year, she heard
talks about faculty and students asking for Punjabi
to be taught at Davis. However, she is disappointed
that she will not get to attend Punjabi classes
during her time as a student at UC Davis.
        Ms. Sandhu’s goals for the Punjabi Initiative
are centered around the idea that UC Davis needs
greater diversity in its overall curriculum. She
hopes that these courses along with Urdu, Hindi,
Farsi, Arabic and Hebrew will continue to promote
diversity in the learning experience of Davis
undergraduates. She believes that across US
college campuses there is more emphasis on the
teaching of languages of the Western Hemisphere
and limited access for students to the languages
and cultures of South Asia, Middle East or the Far
East. Sandhu expressed that implementing a new
language South Asian language such as Punjabi
would be a significant step in adding to the
diversity of the undergraduate learning experience
at Davis.

For over ten years, many students on the UC Davis campus have asked for the Punjabi
Language to be added to the Middle/East South Asia Studies (ME/SA) program curriculum.
Punjabi is an Indo-Aryan or Indo-European language spoken in the Punjab region, which
lies largely in the nation-states of India and Pakistan. It is also spoken across the Punjabi
diaspora in places like Nairobi, Kenya and Singapore. It is the tenth most spoken
languages in the world. In the state of California, Punjabi is the twelfth  most spoken
language, and it is the third most spoken language in the Central Valley. We were able to
speak to two people involved with the on-campus Punjabi Initiative and here are their
stories.

These deliberations have proved to be lengthy and complicated. It appears that there are many questions about
long-term resources and infrastructure that have to be answered before Punjabi can be offered on campus.    

Punjabi Language classes will
now be available online!



Highlights
She is the Director of the Middle Eastern, North African, South
Asian (MENASA) Student Resource Center. She is a great resource
for academic, social, and community support. Her role as staff is
working closely with the counselor CCEN. Miss Affaf is from
Pakistan and moved to the United States with her family when she
was very young. Now, until this day she calls Modesto her home.
 Miss Affaf has a heart that yearns to serve the MENASA
community. She would love to see students reach out to her. Miss
Affaf says, “you don’t need a problem or an academic difficulty to
reach out. My door is always open. However, please email me
before coming because sometimes I am away from my office.”Miss
Affaf loves gardening and listening to podcasts. If you like podcasts
and gardening too, Affaf is your person to go to! Her office is
located in the second floor of the student community center.

Affaf Waseem

Languages have moved to ME/SA
All middle eastern and south asian languages, including Arabic, Hebrew, Persian and Hindi/Urdu have
moved back into the Middle East South Asian Studies program office.



thank you

Affaf: 530-752-1550 
awaseem@ucdavis.edu
2406 Student Community
Center, UC Davis
 

Faculty Advising:
Sudipta Sen
Office: 3228 SSH

1 Shields Ave
UC Davis

Davis, CA 95616

mesa@ucdavis.edu
530-754-4926

Major Offered:
Middle 

 East/South Asia
Studies

For more
information click
here...
 

Middle  East/South Asia
Studies
Arab Studies
Arabic language
India/South Asia Studies
Iran and Persian Studies

Minors Offered:

For more information
click here...
 

https://mesa.ucdavis.edu/academics/majors-and-minors
https://mesa.ucdavis.edu/academics/majors-and-minors

